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The NSS Unit of BIT, in collaboration with the Boliyar Village Panchayat and
under the Brahat Swachata Abhiyan initiative, organized a significant
Community Clean-Up Drive on November 26, 2024, at Boliyar Village. This
event was not merely a cleaning campaign but a step towards fostering a sense
of responsibility among the villagers and participants to ensure a clean and
sustainable environment. It aimed at raising legal awareness about
environmental conservation and highlighted the fundamental duty of every
citizen to protect and improve their surroundings.

The initiative witnessed active support from key stakeholders, ensuring its
success and impact. Among the supporters were the President of Boliyar Village
Panchayat, the Panchayat Development Officer (PDO), the SBI Foundation,
NGOs such as Hasiru Dala Mangalore and Sanjeevini Okkuta, as well as local
social workers. Their involvement added credibility and strength to the event,
further encouraging the local community to participate wholeheartedly.

The inauguration of the event was marked by a warm welcome from Mr. Abdul
Shakur, the President of Boliyar Village Panchayat. In his address to the
attendees, he emphasized the importance of collective action, stating, “Let’s
unite for a brighter tomorrow, starting with a cleaner Boliyar today.” His words
resonated with the spirit of the event and set a motivational tone for the

activities to follow.

The program officially began with Mrs. Sudharani Doddamani, the Panchayat
Development Officer of Boliyar Village, leading the gathering in an oath. She
read the Preamble of the Indian Constitution, reminding everyone of their duties
as citizens. This symbolic act underscored the connection between civic
responsibilities and environmental stewardship. Mrs. Chithrakshi, the Secretary
of the Panchayat, was also present, lending her support and encouragement to
the initiative.

A crucial aspect of the event’s success was the involvement of the faculty and
administration from BIT. Dr. S.I. Manjur Basha, the Principal of BIT, played a
pivotal role in providing the necessary facilities and resources for the drive. His
active encouragement of the NSS volunteers showcased the institution’s
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Program Officer, was instrumental in guiding and monitoring the activities of

the volunteers. He also took the opportunity to educate the participants about
the importance of waste segregation. He emphasized categorizing waste into
wet, solid, and hazardous types, a practice essential for effective waste
management and environmental sustainability.

The Clean-Up Drive involved enthusiastic participation from NSS volunteers
who undertook various tasks to enhance the cleanliness of Boliyar Village. They
diligently worked on cleaning the Panchayat roads, community areas, and the
Bus Stop Junction. Additionally, they cleared trash from village streets, temples,
playgrounds, and vacant spots that had been neglected over time. Their
dedication and hard work reflected a genuine spirit of community service,
inspiring others to join hands in maintaining a clean environment.

The support from NGOs such as Hasiru Dala Mangalore and Sanjeevini Okkuta
added a professional dimension to the drive. These organizations brought their
expertise in waste management and community engagement, ensuring that the
efforts were not only impactful but also sustainable in the long term. The SBI
Foundation’s involvement further highlighted the significance of corporate
social responsibility in addressing environmental challenges.

Throughout the day, volunteers and participants worked tirelessly,
demonstrating a strong sense of unity and purpose. The activities were carefully
planned and executed, ensuring that every area identified for cleaning received
attention. The sight of volunteers collecting and segregating waste into
appropriate categories served as a practical lesson in environmental awareness
for the villagers who observed the efforts.

The event also included an educational component, where participants and
villagers were informed about the benefits of maintaining cleanliness and
adopting sustainable practices. Discussions were held on topics such as
reducing plastic usage, composting organic waste, and recycling non-
biodegradable materials. These discussions aimed to instill a long-lasting
awareness among the community members, encouraging them to adopt
environmentally friendly practices in their daily lives.

commitment to community service. Dr. Mohamed Kafeel Delvi, the NSS
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Dr. Mohamed Kafeel Delvi’s guidance during the drive was particularly
noteworthy. His emphasis on the three categories of waste segregation—wet,
solid, and hazardous—helped the participants understand the significance of
handling waste responsibly. He also shared practical tips on reducing household
waste and the importance of reusing and recycling materials whenever possible.
These insights were well-received by the participants, who expressed their
willingness to implement them in their homes and communities.

The clean-up activities extended beyond mere waste collection. Volunteers also
focused on beautifying public spaces, such as repainting walls and planting
saplings in strategic locations. These efforts not only enhanced the aesthetic
appeal of Boliyar Village but also contributed to its ecological well-being. The
planting of trees was particularly symbolic, representing a commitment to long-
term environmental health and sustainability.

Another notable aspect of the event was the involvement of local social workers
who brought a grassroots perspective to the initiative. Their presence bridged
the gap between the organizers and the community, ensuring that the drive was
inclusive and addressed the specific needs of the village. The social workers
also played a key role in mobilizing local participation, encouraging villagers to
join the efforts and take ownership of their environment.

As the day progressed, the transformation of Boliyar Village became evident.
Streets that were once littered with waste became clean and orderly, and public
spaces regained their charm. The collective effort of the NSS volunteers,
stakeholders, and community members created a sense of pride and
accomplishment among all involved. The positive energy and enthusiasm
displayed during the drive were infectious, leaving a lasting impression on
everyone who participated or witnessed the event.

The Clean-Up Drive concluded on a high note with the singing of the National
Anthem, a gesture that symbolized unity and collective responsibility. The
event’s success was not only measured by the visible cleanliness achieved but
also by the awareness it generated among the community members. The
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~ initiative served as a reminder of the power of collaboration and the impact that

can be achieved when individuals come together for a common cause.

In the aftermath of the drive, feedback from the villagers highlighted the event’s
effectiveness. Many expressed their gratitude to the organizers and volunteers
for their efforts, while others pledged to maintain the cleanliness achieved. The
involvement of multiple stakeholders, including the Panchayat, NGOs, and
educational institutions, set an example of how diverse groups can work
together to address pressing environmental issues.

Looking ahead, the NSS Unit of BIT plans to conduct follow-up initiatives to
ensure that the momentum generated by this drive is sustained. Regular
monitoring of cleanliness in Boliyar Village, workshops on waste management,
and tree plantation drives are some of the activities being considered. These
efforts aim to build on the foundation laid by the Clean-Up Drive, fostering a
culture of environmental responsibility among the villagers.

In conclusion, the Community Clean-Up Drive organized by the NSS Unit of
BIT in association with the Boliyar Village Panchayat and under the Brahat
Swachata Abhiyan initiative was a resounding success. It not only transformed
Boliyar Village into a cleaner and more vibrant community but also instilled a
sense of responsibility and awareness among its residents. The event
demonstrated the power of collaboration and community spirit in addressing
environmental challenges, setting a benchmark for similar initiatives in the
future. With continued efforts and commitment, such drives have the potential
to create a ripple effect, inspiring other communities to take up the cause of
environmental sustainability.
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Fig 2 NSS Volunteers cleaning road side.
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Fig 4 Group Photo.
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Fig 5 NSS Volunteers collect garbage, plastic material on the road side.
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